
i9ij:appearudbi,kln& the, wheat tdio lapsed
quits siiddouiy njjalnsb tho work bench,
but recovered hm-sol- f n momontaf tcr, lean-ii- g

with her back against it, her hands
grasping tt ou cither sldq nnd lior knit
browa Mid determined llttlo fnc3 turned
toward tho. rond. Thon oho Mood erect
apnln, slork tho dust out of hor shirt?,
lilt Jluirvcil, wiped her cheeks and brow
witii tno corner cf n small kundkorchlot
and b&L nu walking up nnd down tho length
of (ho shed o llout reappeared.

JIc wns accompanied by tho man who had
flrJ. lc J her through tho wheat, lie gazed
tpo't her wuh apparently all tho curiosity
und c mccrn thnt tho other hud lacked.

"You want to f,'i't to Ban Jose as quick
as yuu. cu" ho said interrogatively.

' Yos," sho suid, quickly, "if you can
hdi inc."

'on welkcd nil the way from tho ma-Ju- l-

j hero ' lie wont on, without tutting
hu vtd from h"r face.

"Yc3," tho answered, with an affectation
cf ' ir le- - sho had not shown to Bent.
"H t, I ... 1 very early it was cool and
I lia rnt uud didn't Beam far."

"1 ll , t J ''H down in Ban Jose insldo tho
1 at Y 1 skull hare my horse und trot-t.- n

t . j. -- y uiul 1 11 drlvo you myself. Will
thu m, '

Sho looked at hitn wondoringly. She
hai ni t f'jrRotton his previous restraint
n&il gravity, but now hi fnoo seemed to
Lav3reiux:i with some humorous satis-- f

li ' herself coloring slightly,
i ..t v --- with or relief she could
m 1 1 "

"I s 'I h," much obligod to you," sho

nwi "ind no will my fath-
er, i kne

''It ' j, ' aid the man, with the tamo
lot I. cf.i-- i d coujeceuro. Thou, wlMi a
qu( ,. Lid, he turned away und
Ui'X.l l i u ii' Wiieut again.

"ln'i' ell l i'lit now, M13S Mallory,"
Bf.iJ L :6 complacently. "Dawson will
tlx ti a good horse, and bo's a
t X cu.ur t.K3." lie paused, aud then
tii 1 ji.o iuur'j,"l supposo they're all
wt a ut tl;u bou'-cf-

1 w s idi-n- that his remcS carried
m ii. i oil nur.niug to hcrsoil ihat sho

i coil,- - J to answer carelessly, "Oh,
Jl...

1 ..pjH' ii msi-o- good deal of Miss
Rim ' h Adelo, I think you call
hfi 1 ii u. .iked tentatively, and with u
ccit h enthusiasm which she hod
ue . c i I'd possible to his nature.

". t ,' f . replied a liitlo dryly. "She
is, t'j cr1 ; oumr, lady there." Sho
st i , jd, r .iriiKring Adelo's naivo de-- r

ri nci tho niiui beforn her, and said
a r . , 'v "Y ou know her then?"

' v 1' tlo." replied tho young man
ir i st', 'f.see her pretty often whon I
av i igtt upper end of the rancho.
ti a vtij v, Jl brought up, and her raun-- t

vcr rfcilnvd don't you think ko?
-- .v,h if 'i iut us simple uud natural

c a There's a Ki'eut deal in
t ('i r all, isu't there?'' ho went
c i .illy; "and ulthongh" he
1 . i m itMc and looked cuutiounly
iu l Li.,. l lielieve that some ot us
I . i j l i i n v her mother much, there's
r . am i .a ilrs. IJjndolph knows liow
t , ; l.i-- children. Some eople
t t yl nt education is nil artiii- -

ti, ... i .it o in it but I do!"
'i that she was

r ; r.i these onp!o and tho
f.i .ill. i I'niira uhe liad heui'd aati",t i' ltionof Adelo's (.eaudul-- c

i . i . uii of her moot innocent
' i b ullion und completo re-- .

'. 11 t lint sho had pinviaiihly
i ii..4 to heur this
) ' ' med to her n living pro- -

tt i a ir ideas and principles,
i r. . , i em and holding them up
i i i.hnost tool; her breath
u

I - t! ,t means that you intend
i r . i.ii. Kundolph'a well for

1. id: i ly.
i .i i ned, without noticing her

r , . I t hink I can find that water
t it up all night,
t w what I'm going to do?

' r i make tho citfthquoke
, . .p uij to llud it again." IJu

I . at her with n smile und
lormiT enthufciasm. " Do

... i ..I crack in the adobe Held
l .1 j.'iterdi'y?"

Mm fjrii'l, with a slight uhiver.
iii. u that the huimi crack was

a . 1 n outcrop further up tho
a uenjitr. I itm satisuod now

f i' i I. ii.- been that it is really a
r ' ii' v.iiolo Rtrala nil the way
0 j i i lie f mo well: point that the
1 w .i t is sure to find, and that's
i i. r m ill tap it in that new well
t .i'1'i.iki' itsolf has sunk. "

a t i her now that she utidor-- c

1 perfectly, und bhe
v in. inoro that ho had been io
i iii.-- . citiinute of Allele. Sho
t . 'i i,t tic impatiently nnd looked
i . '.id the point whero Dawson
L i. i lieut followed her eyes.

i' 1. in a moment, MUs Mal- -
1 j drivu niowly tlirough tlio
t II' ir i 'le wheel ." IIo stopped

t 'K up its previous note of
'i ' ; ..:i "Ily the way, I'll bo

t v i ' li..' nuclm this afternoon to seo
t : I . :e you uny message for
-- a 1 uii or for Miss Adislo?"

- . Kioe, hesitatingly, "and"
i i .'i-i- l opted Bent, carelessly.

,rl i ' w. mi anything suid about your
c 1 won't."

1 . Ii r that ho had no ulterior
n KKe-stion. lint liefore she
c i. ..!-- . ply D.iwsun reappeared,
0 ii.. uiim mare, harnessed to a
1 i k which', lie had also as-- .

in great bm.te, n black
f ti .' ul over Ida waiatcoatlt-ti-
ii '.net, uud a tall black hat
t n 1'iiiud to bo crncklug iu the
i il ilmva up, ut ouce asUtuil
1 ti i iw perch beside him and
I . l lii ni drove oIT. Hin breuth--

ai hi vud the leave taking of
tu viiit,- - i ...le of tiny cetoinouy.

I si i
' -- mil Mr. nawboti, giving a

ha i k in r his shoulder as thoy
Si i 'i dn-it- liigbwuy "I suppose
; ii- - io see anybody before you
t '

id Hose timidly.
' Iii; ui you wouldn't mind my

r ii ,u. body kern up?"

t i. sort of fastidious about
I'. dut."

'Is nil Hose, with a faint smile.
' v . ,,ouded her companion.

ii i i n ,t thing of all, she cun't
be t i. .ui) one behind her either."

Ii forward wiiJi his expression
r ) e.ijoymenl of some latent
j i ,1 : .iietliiug with tho reins
1 hi' "Ji I clearly understand what,
t i '."iied ttfjicr that he simply
Iff it .ii Mtl. lightness
V t -- ii suddenly appeared to longth-i'i-

i nut lusu her huight, anil tho
w! on either siUu of tho diuty

t u t melt into each other, nud

f pn i liko a I1hi.1i into one loug.eou-- t

,ii Minmet'ing green hedge. So per
f i s t :.rire'-- iu lion tlmt the gul
W- - f;arccli con.Aious ol any increased cf-

fort; so harmonious tho wholo movoinent
that tho light skeleton wugou dcetnod only
n prolonged process of that long, ullm body
and free, collnrless netic, both straight us
tho thin shafts ou oaoh side, and struiijhter
than tho delicate libbonllko traces wlilch,
In what soemed n mero ufTcotatlon of con-
scious power, hung at times almost limp
between tho whilllotrce and tho narrow
breast bund, thnt was all that confined the
animal's powerful foiequr.rtcr.i. So su-
perb was tho reach of its loug, oasy stride
that Rtuo could scarcoly seo any undula-
tion in tho brown shining buck, on which
sho could havo placed her foot, nor felt the
soft beut of tho d ate hoofs thattook tho
dust so firmly und yet so lightly.

The rapidity of motion which kept them
both Willi bonds bent forward, und seemed
to fnrco Imek nuy utterwico that roso to
tholr lips, spared lloso tho obligation of
conversation, und her companion was
equnlly reticent. Hut it was evident to
her thnt he half sucpectod sho was runuing
away from tho Kuudolphs, und that sho
wished to avoid the i mbarrnssinunt of be-

ing ovortakon even in persuasive pursuit.
It was not possible that ho knew tho cause
of her flight, und yet she could not account
for his evident doslre to beftiend her, nor
ubovo all for his apparently humorous en-
joyment of the situation.

Had lie taken it gravely sho might have
boon tomptcd to partly eoniido in him und
ask his advice. Was she doing right, after
all? Ought sho not ta have stayed long
enough to speak bur mind to Mrs. It.in-dolp-

und demand to be nmnL home8 Xol
She had not only shrunk from repeating
t.o infamous slander sho had overheard,
but sho liad a terrible four that if she had
done so Mrs. Uandolpli was capable of de-
nying it, or even ehurging her with being
still under the imlneuce of toe earthquake
shock and of wulking iu hor sleep. Xnl
Sho could not trust her sho oould truat
no one thorn. Hud not even the major lis- -

toned to thoso infamous lies? Had sho
not seen that ha wus helpless in the bunds
of this cabal in his own household a ca-

bal that she herself had thoughtlessly
joined against him?

They had reached the first klight ascent.
Her compuuion drew out his wutch, looked
at it with satisfaction and cunnged the po- -

sitiou of his hands ou the reins. Without
being ublo to detect tho difference she
felt they wero slackening speed. She
turned inquiringly towtnd him. Ho nod- -

ded his head with a hulf smile and n gest- -

urn to her to look ahead. The spires of Sau
Jose were, already faintly uplifting from
the distuut frimro of oaks.

So soon! In half an hour she would bo
there and then! She remembered sud-
denly sho hud not yet determined what to
do. Should she go on ut once to San Frun-cioc- o

or telegraph to her father uud nwait
him at San Jose. Iu either onsa u now fear
of ho precipitancy of her action aud the
inadequacy of her rcisons had sprung up
m her mind. Would her father understand
her" Would he underrate the cause und
be mortified at the Insult she had given tho
family uf his old triend, or, Inure dreadful
still, would ho exaggerate her wrongs and
seek a personal quarrel with thomajur?
Ho was u man of quick temper und had the
wetcru ideas of redress. Perhaps even '

now sho wus precipitating u duel botucou
them Her checks grew wall again, her
breath came, quickly; tears gathered iu her
eyes. Oh, she wus a dreadful girl, she
know it! Sho was an utterly miserable
one, und she knew that, too!

The reiiiH were tightened, the pace les-
sened and nt last loll to a walk, (.'onscioiis
of her telltale eyes and troubled fueo shu
durod not turn to her compuuion to usk
him why, but glanced across the fields.

"When you lirat camu I didu't get to
know your name, Mis Mullory, but I
reckon I know jour father."

Her futher! What made him say that
She wanted to speak but she felt she could
not. In another moment, if he went ou,
she must do something she would cry!

"I rejkou you'll be wanting to go to tho
hotel Hist any way"

There! she knew it! He would keep on!
Aud now she hud burst into tears.

Tho mare was still wulking slowly; tho
man was lazily bending over tho shafts as
ii nothing had occurred. Then suddenly,
illogically, und without u moment's warn-
ing, the pride that lmd sustained her
crumbled, uud bee. me as the dust iu the
road. Sho burst out and told him this
strunger! this man sha hud disliked! all
und everything, llow sho had felt, how
she had been deceived, und what she had
overheard.

"IthoMght asinuch," said hor companion
quietly, "und that's why I sent for your
tuther."

"You sont for my fath"r'J AVhcn
where?" suid Hose in ustonishruent.

"Yesterday. IJu wus to come today, and
If we don't find him at tho hotel it will Im

beennse he has ulreudy started to comu
here by tho upper and longer roud. Hut
you leave it to me, uud don't you say any-
thing to him uf this now. If he's at tho
hotel I'll suy 1 drove you down to show o(f
tho mare. Sabe? If he isn't I'll leave you
there and come back here to find dim. I've
got soincthiug to tell him that will set you
all right.'' lie smiled grimly, lifted the
reins, tho mure started forward again, and
tho vehicle and its occupants disappeared
in a vanishing dust cloud.

ClIAI'Tnii VI,

...-I- T

"lie couldn't cifliiflc tlintr lilmuL"
It won nearly noon when Mr. H:ison

finished rubbing down hi- sweating mart-
in the little stable shed ujnong the wheat.
Ho liad left Hose at thu hotel, for they
found that Mr. Mallory had previously
started by a (frrcuitonn route for tho wheat
ranch. Ho hud rusumed not only his
working clothes but his working expres-
sion lie wis now superintending the un-
loading of a wiuu of stores and implements
wl.i.n tho carryall of the Huudolphs
rolled into the fluid. It eontulned only
Mrs. IUndolph and the diiver. A slight
look of intelligence passed between the
latter nud tho nearest one of Dawson's
eompunions, snacueded, however, by a dull
look of stupid vacancy on the face of nil
tho utbtiiv, including Dawson. Mrs. Hau-dolp-

nut iced It and wus forewarned. She
ri'llucted that no human beings cur looktd
naturally as stupid us that and wore ublo
to work. Sho suulcd sarcastically and
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then began with dry distinctness and nar-
rowing lips;

"Miss Mallory, a young lady visiting us,
went, out for nn early walk this morning
nud has not roturnod. It is possible bhe
may have lost hor way among your wheat.
Have you seen nnythlng of her?"

Duwson raised his eyes from his work
nnd glanced slowly around ut his com-
panions us if taking tho heavy scone of tho
assembly. Ono or two shook their heads
mechanically nnd returned to their sus-
pended labor. Ho said coolly:

"Nobody hero scenes to."
Sho felt that thoy wero lying. Sho was

only a woman ngniust fivu men; sho wns
only u potty domestic tyrant. Sho might
have been a lorgor one, but sho hnd all tho
cour.igo of that possibility.

"Mnj. Randolph and my son aro away,"
sho wont on, druwlng herself erect. "Hut
I know that tho major will pay liberally if
these men will search tho field, besides
muking it all right with your employers
for tho loss of time.-- '

Dawson uttered a slnglo word in a low
voico to tho man neatest him, who appar-
ently communicated it to the others, for
thu four men stopped unloading and moved
uwny ono after tho other, even the driver
joining iu tho exodus. Mrs. Randolph
smiled sarcastically; it was plain that these
people with nil their boasted Independence
were quite uineunblo to pecuniary consid-
erations. Nevertheless, as Dawson re-

mained looking quietly at her, sho suid;
"Then 1 suppose they've concluded to go

and see?"
"Xo, I've sent them away so that thoy

couldn't hear."
"Hear what?"
"What I've got to say to you."
She looked at him suddenly. Then sho

said with n disdainful glance around her;
"I see i mn helpless here, and, thanks to
your trickery, alone. Ilavo a caps, sir. I

warn you that you will havo to answer to
Maj. Hundoiph for any insolence."

"I rockon you won't tell Maj. Randolph
what I have to say to you," bo returned
coolly.

Her lips were nearly a grayish hue, but
sho sold scornfully: "And why not? Do
you know who you are taking to?"

Tho man catno lazily iorward to tho
carryall, carelessly brushed utido tho slack
reins, und resting his elbows on the horse's
back luid his chin ou his hands as ho
looked up in the woman's face.

"Yes, I kuow who I'm talking to," hu
said coolly. Hut as the major don't, I
reckon you won't tell him."

"Stand away from that horse," sho said,
her whole faco taking tho grayish color of
her lips, but her black eyes growing smaller
and brighter. "Hand me thoso reins and
let me pass. What canaiilo nro you to stop
mo!"

"I thought so," returned tho mau with-
out altering his position. " You don't
know roe. You never saw mo before.
Well, I'm .Tim Dawson, tho nephew uf
IIIoininudieu, your old master:"

She giippod tho iron rail of tho seat us if
to leap from it, butchncUcd hcrst Usudden
ly and leaned linck with a set smilu ou her
mouth that seemed stumped there. It was
remarkable that with that smile she thing
away her old affectation of supercilious-
ness for an older and ruder audacity, and
that not only tho o.vpiessiou but tho type
of her faco uppeurud to havo changed.

"I don't bay," continued the man quiet-
ly, "that, he didn't marry you before lie
died. Hut you kuow us well us I do that
tho laws of his state didn't recognize the
marriage of u muster witii his octoroon
slave. And you know us well as I do that
even if he had freed you he couldn't change
your blood. Why, if I'd been willing to
stay at Aioyelles to be a nigger driver like
him tho plantation of "De I'ontnge.s,"
whose name you havo taken, would have
been h ft to mo. If you had t.dd there you
might have been my property instead of
your owning a squaru man like Randolph.
Y'ou didn't think of t hut when you came
here, did you? ' he added composedly

"Oh, mon Dion!" she said, dropping rap-
idly iutu a different accent, with her white
teeth and fixed, mirthless smile, "so it is a
claim for property, eh? You'ro wanting
money you? Tres bieu. You forget we
nro in California, where one does not own
nslaie. Aud you havo a fine story there,
my poor friend. Very pretty, but very
hard to prove, m'Meu. And these peasants
are iu it, eh? Working it ou share.-- . like the
farm, eh!'1

"Well," said Dawson, slightly changing
his position nud passing his hand over the
home's neck with a half weaiied contempt-- ,

"one of thee men is from Plaquemlneand
tho other from Coupee. They know all the
Ii'IIonimadieu's history. And they know
a streak of tho tar. brubh when they see it.
Thoy took your measure when they came
here hist j ear and sized you up fairly. So
had I, for the matter of that, w hen I first
saw you. And we compart d notes. Hut
the major isasquuiu mau, for all he is your
husband, and we reckoned he had u big
enough contract on his hands to tnku care
of you and I'Hoinmudleu's hulf breeds,
and so" ho tossed the reins contemptuous
ly aside "wo kept this to ourselves."

"And now you want what, 'eh?"
"Wo want an end to this foolery," he

broko out roughly, stepping back from the
vehlclu und facing her suddenly with his
first ungry gesture. "We want an end to
those airs nnd grimaces nnd all this 'dandy
nigger business.' Wo want nn end to this
'euku wulking' through the wheat aud
floating of tho honest labor qf your betters.
We wunt you und your 'do Fontuges' to
climb down! And wo want an end to th!s
ropin' in of white folks to buit your little
game. We wunt an end to your trying to
mix your nigger blood with any ono hero,
nud wo intend to stop it. Wo draw the
lino at the major."

hushed as she had been by thoso words,
apparently out of all semblnncu of her fm
mer soelul arrogance, a lower uud more
stubborn lesistuncefeemed to have sprung
up iu her us she sat sideways watching him
w ith her set smilu and contracting eyes.

"Ah," shu bald dryly, "so she is here. I

thought so. Which of you is it, eh? It's
a good spec; Mullory's u rich man. Shu's
not particular."

The man had stopped as if listening, his
head turned towurd tho road. Then he
turned carelessly and facing her attain
w aved his hand with a gesture of tired dis-

missal und said: "(io! You'll find your
di iver over there by the tool shed. He has
heard nothing yet, but I've given you fair
warning, llol"

Ho walked slowly back towurd tho shed
as the woman, (matching up the reins,
drovo violently off in thu direction where
the men hud disappeared. IHit shu turned
uside, ignoring her waiting driver in her
wild uud recklus7 abandonment of all her
old conveutiouul attitudes, aud lashing
l.er horso forward with tho sumo set binile
ou her face., tho same odd relaxation of
flguro and the same squaring of her elbows.

Avoidiug tho umiu road shu puihcd into
i narrow ttnek that Intersected another
nearer tho scene of the nccident to Roso's
buggy three weeks before. She had nearly
passed it whou sho was hailed by a strange
voice, nnd lootcing tip perceived iiborse'man
llouudcring In thu maze. of the wbwit to
ono side of the tiuck. Whatever mean
thought of her Eaatojho vfv&rflii3i

from, wliatcvcr inenn purpose sho was fi)
ing to, she pulled up suddenly and as sud-
denly resumed hor erect, nggrcsslvo stiff-
ness. Tho stranger was a middle aged man,
in dress uud appearance n dweller of cities.
Tlo lifted his hat ai ho pcrcolvod tho orcit
iant of the. wagon to bo n lady.

"I beg your pardon, but I fc.tr I'vo lost
.nywayln trying to make a short cut to
tho Excelsior comp.tuy's rancho."

"You are in It now," said Mrs. Randolph
quickly.

"Thank you, but whero can I find tho
farm house?"

"TJicro Is nono," sho returned with hor
old superciliousness, "unless yau cheoso to
.jive that name to the shanties und sheds
vhero tho laborers and servants live, near

Aig rond."
Tho stranger looked nuxzlod. "I'm look-

ing for a Mr. Dawson," ho said reflectively,
"but I may have made somo mlbtako. Do
you know Muj. Randolph's houso here-
abouts?"

"I do. i nm Mts. Randolph," sho said
slifily.

The stranger' i brow cleared, nnd ho
sfnllcd pleasantly. "Thou this Is u fortu-
nate meeting," lie said, raising his hat
again us ho reined in his horse beside the
wagon, "for I nm Mr. Mallory, and I wns
looking forward to the pleasure of present-
ing myself to you an hour or two later.
The fact is, an old acquaintance, Mr. Daw-
son, telegraphed mo jestorday to meet him
iicro ou urgent business, nnd I felt obliged
I u go there Hist."

5Irs. Randolph'! eyes sparkled with a
mdden gratified intelligence, but her man-ie- r

seemed rat i to increase than abato
is gilm precision.
"Our meeting this morning, Mr. Mul-

lory, Is both fortunate and unfortunate,
'or 1 1 egret to say that your daughter, who
lins not been quite heisulf since tho earth-inak-

was missing this morning cud has
not yet been found though wo have
ic.irched everywhere. Understand me,"
he said, as the stranger started, "I huve
to fear for her personal sufufy I nm only
onccrsied for any indiscretion that sho
nay commit in tho presence of theso

strangers, whoso company bhe seems tu
prefer to ours."

"Hut I dou't understand you, madam,"
aid Mallory sternly. "You are speaking

of my daughter nnd"
"Excuse me, Mr. Mullory," said Mrs.

tnudolph, lifting her hand with licrdry-cs- t

deprecation and her most desiccating
.mile, "I'm not pasiug judgment or crit-
icism, I am of a foreign iv.oe, end couse-j'.ientl-

do not understand the freedom of
Vmarican young ladies and their famil-

iarity with tho opposite sex. I mnko no
ihargcs; I only wishtonssuro you that she
will no doubt bo found in thocumpnny and
under the protection of her own country-
men. Thcro is," sho added, with ironical
diitinctnosv), "a young mechanic or field
hand, or quack well doctor, whom she
lecms to admire, aud with whom sho ap-
pears more or less on equal term.-.-''

.Mallory regarded her fur a moment fix
illy, and thun I.i i stern uess n la.ved to u

inisehiovyusly complacent smile "That
inust be young Dent, of whom I've heard,"
he said, with unabated cheerfulness. "And
I don't know but what she may lie with
him after all. For, now I think of it, n
chuckle headed tellow of whom a moment
ago I Inquired tho way to your house told
me I'd belter ask tho youngmnnnud young
woman 'who were philandering through
'he wheat yonder. Suppiw we look for
tin iu? 1'rom what I've heard of Dent he'-,- oi

much wrapped up in ids invention
inr flirtation, but it would be a good joke
to stumble upon them."

Mrs. Randolph's eyes sparkled with n
mingling of gratified m.diie and undis-
guised contempt fur thu fatuous father lie
,ide Iter. But before she cutild accept ot
ii'i liuu theehallengu il hail become useluss.

murmur of youthful v. dies struck hei
.ir, und shu suddenly stood upright and

:n 'fixed in thu carriage, for lounging
!m u slowly towurd them out of tho dim

.en aisles ot the arbored wheat, lost in
Kinselves and the shimmering veil ol

ir sc'lustun. came the engineer, Thomuk
l.'tit, und on his arm, gazing ingenuously

t o his face, tho figure of Adele, her own
i led daughter.

"I don't think, my dear," said Mr. Mai-.y- ,

us tho unximis Hose liew into
his return to San .Toso a few hours

ier, "that it will bo necessary for you tc
.'."k again to Maj. Randolph's befon

e leave. I have said 'goud-b- for you
il i bunked them, nnd your trunks are
eked and will bo sunt here. Tho fuct i,

dear, you seij this affair of the earth
ike uud the disaster to the artesian well

ive upset rll their arrangements, und 1

: afruid that my littlo girl would be
.y iu their way just now "

' And you have seen Mr. Dawson, and
m know why he sent for you?" asked the
iuik girl with nervous eagerness.

Ah, yes," baid Mr. Mallory thuughtful
; "ilmt was really important. Y'uu tee,
yih.l.i." he continued, taking her hand
one nf his iiw n und putting the back ol
,'etitly witii the other, "we think, Daw
u and 1, of taking over tho major's ranch

i I incorporating it with tho Excelsior, tt:
worked in shares like the Excelsior, nud

. Mis. Randolph is very anxious to return
the Atlantic states with her childten it
qiiito possible. Mrs. Randolph, as you
ive possibly noticed," Mr. Mallory wont
', still patting hUdaubtor's hand, "does

feel entirely at home hero, und will
nuquently leave the major free to roar

uige by himself the rancho on tho new
Ms. Ill fact, us the change must bo mode
fore the crops come in, sho talks of going

ext week. But if you liko theplaco, Rose,
vii no doubt tho major and Dawson will
w ays find room for you nud me when wc
in down tbern forti little fresh air.
"And did you havo nil that in joiirmlnd

i pa, when you cauio down here? And
is that what you nnd Mr. mwson wnut

I to talk about?" suid the astonished
.use

' Mainly, my dear, mabily. Y'ou see, I'm
cpitulist now, and the real value ol
:utal is to know how unit when to apply
to cert-ni- conditions."
"Andthis Mr. Mr. llent vlo you think
ne will go on nnd find tho wuter papu?
1. Hose hesitatingly.
"Ah, Rout! Tom Ucnt! Oh, yes," said

Ir. Mallory with gicat hesrtinos,s. "Cap.
al fellow, Rent! und mighty ingenious,
.lad you met him! WeU"-thought- fully

it still heartily "he may not find it ex
ittly where ho expected, but he'll find It,
ir something better. Wo can't part with
nm, and hu s promised Dawson to htuy
.Ve'll utillza him, you may be sure."
it would bcoin that they did. Aud from

ertain interviews antl conversations that
ook plnco between Mr. Rent and Miss

.Mullory on u later visit it would also ap-
pear that hor father hud exercised ndis
uiect reticence in regard to u certain ex
periment of tho young Inventor of which
ho had been nn accidental wltuess.

TUU END.

At tho Opera.
"Jove, Honry, see that woman up in that

oox.
"Phew! Shft'J never bo nrrestod for con

ccalod Krms." Kpoch.

THE JOYS OF LEADERSHIP.

Home of the TIiIurs ii rnlltlclan Is Catlcd
Upon to Do.

"It's till well enough to havofko bourn
nnd glory ot being loader of your dlstri-- t if
there, is any honor and glory attached to it,
but when you corao to analyze tho mani-
fold duties of tho placo you will discover
that it's not so pleasant." Tho siionki r
was a typical Tnmmnny district leader,
onn of thu big chiefs of tho wlgwntn, nnd n
chnructor who stands high un in tho or-
ganization because of Jiis ability to "eer-ry-

his district under tho most trying cir-
cumstances.

Tho political district leader, oh he is
found hero In New York, is n thing indig-
enous to the metropolis. Y'ou find him
nowhoro else as he la hero. Ho is nn out-
growth of tho old ward bass. Ho is n pro-
duct of tho system of political organization
thnt obtains hero. Tho Tammany "lead-
er" is a peculiarly iuterostlug type of this
product. He is well known in his rclution
to tho organization, and In n general way
the public knows pretty well how ho "runs''
his district aud manipulates tho machlno
vote. Hut tut ro is another sido to his life
that less is knowmabout nnd which is not
without interest.

"Tho district leader," suid the Tammauy
man, "bus more personal duties to perform
for constituents thun many persons have
any Idcu of. Ho must bo both father and
mother to n portion of his Hock. Ho Is
called upou to perform nlmost nil sorts of
services for his constituents, nnd ft is in
doing theso things that ho gets much of the
'pull' upon which his Individual politiral
strength is based.

"Thcro are many persons in evrv as
sembly district who look upon the district
leader rus the man who cun help them out
of nil their troubles. Poor Mrs. Smith is
nil out of coul and food, und Mr. Hrnwn.
who knows tho leader, hurries off to him
and tolls him of Mrs. Smith'B strait. The
leader ascertains what ho can about the
case and then does his best to provide for her.
Very often ho has to go down into his own
pocket to do it, but that is port of his bu
luess. Then, again, Mrs. Smith hus no
money to pay her rent and is about to be
dispossessed. If sho can only saouro u fa.v
days' more time in which to ,?ot the money
to pay up she will bo all riht, nnd then
tho leader's influouce is brought to biiron
tho landlord.

"Ono of the leader's constituents dies
nnd leaves a will. Tho widow does not
know what, to do, and tho lender Is called
on to aid her. Mrs. Smith's husband is
nrrestrd and is in sad ne-'- of a bondm.m.
Smith haa many friends, and each friend
has a vote, nnd tho leader sees that the
bond is procured and does what ho can to
pull Smith out of trouble. Sometimes it.
is Mrs Smith who gets Mr Smith arrested.
Smith has indulged Ids pugilistic instinct
to the detrimeut of Mrs. Smith's eve, but,
'sure, tho poor mnn is a fine fellow,' and
so a duv or two after the arrest Mrs. Smith
alls upon tho leader nnd implores him to

do his host to get Smith out of the peni
tentiary.

'I have lots of just such cases ns these
every mouth. The people seem to regard
tho leader as a man who should know
everything. They pour their domestic as
u eil as their fimncml tro blew into lnear-- ,

ind he is kept vcrv busy trying to disen
tangle the troubles of others.

"All this time nn army of men is hust
ling after him, nnd every man wants a good
job. If you can't get him into the public
crib vou must tin your best to sec that h
got work in somo private concern, 'lhe
alderman of the district usually looks out
tor places among tho city departments ami
,'its what he can for his district.

"On.! cluso of men very dii'deult to dis-

io..' of is composed of sons of fathers who
have toiled to educate them. Whenth
f it her thinks tho boy has i dueatlun enough
he comes to us to bco if we can't place him
where he can earn a living. The youii".

haps, always object to manual labor. They
nr.' educated do n too fine for that nud not
educated enough to take places of respon
nihility, so I usiiully get them on tho horc
cars as conductor!.. So you see tho leader.--hav-

pretty hard row.) to hoe after all."
"How much does it cost to bo Tammany

leader of a big district1"
"Well, I havo often figured that out and

I find that it cannot bo done tip ritjhton
much less that $.i,(XW u year. That is vrhtit
it costs tho leader out of his own pocket."

"And wlioro does tho leader come in'"
"Oh, ho comes in nil right. Dou't worry

about him." Now York Times.

Leaves lor Textile I'urposcs.
Tor cordugo and oilier tcxtilo purpose.-numberles- s

leaves are Used, and they servt
very generally for packing nnd wrapping
up tnyill parctls in India. In Guiuni
Tibisiri liber is obtained from tho in not
surfuce of tho spiral leaves of the Ita palm
Mauritia flexnusu. It is psed by tho In
dians for making hammocks, etc. T1k
leaves are cut boforo they are open, anil
tho midrib separated by drawing each d:
vision ot theleuf throii".h tho finger mi."

thumb. Alter drying tho filler is readv
for uso without lurther preparation
Alxmt n quarter of a pound uiny be pro-

cured from each leaf, and if the cent in
leaf in left uninjured tin evil effect is pro
duccd from the tree. Hags nnd mattinj.
could bo easily ami cheaply made from this
llbej, ns well us bats similar to tho.-,-t

known u.s I'auunia. Now York Telegram

Ailvico to lrohircttvo Kngmvurs.
We find iu a horological exchange tin

following sound ndviceto person learning
tho art of engraving: "There is no greutci
hindrance to progress in learning to en
grave than in trying to cut witii a badlj
set or u half sharp graver. Such a prac
tiec speudily engeudcru somo of tho worst
evils, 'constraint' and 'restraint' in tin
use of a graver, by which is meant th(
wrist booomas stilfened, thu easy motioi
uf the hand impuired und the ability tt
hold a graver lightly muteriully crippled
and thus the power to cut strokes cleuu
true und free is measurably destroyed."

Tu Proti'iit Hilvur from TumJuliltig.
An effective means of preventing thf

tui iiishiug of bilverwuro by exposure tc
the air or from sulphur fumes litieratud by
hunt is by painting it with a little soft
brush dipped iu alcohol In which some cul
lodion h.s been dissolved, says The Deco
ralor and Furnisher Too liquid dries iin
mediately, aud forms a thin, transparent
and absolutely luvisiblo protection. It cat
bo removed at nuy time by dipping tin
nrtlclo in hot wuter.

IlrirliiKii Miiltlrly ItupItUy.
A singlo pair of herrings, if allowed tc

reproduco undisturbed and multiply foi
twenty years, would, at tho end of that
time, not only supply tho whole world witl
food, but would have booonio Inconvenient
lyjnumcrous. Chatter.

Longfellow' favorite gem was tho royn
amethyst; that deep, flashing purple that
changes to ruby by an artificial liijht. Thu
lovo wns shATf d by the artist Hunt, and tin
two wero nlwtvyit looking for new sjieci
incus of this stone.

THE CENTER OF THE WORLD." -

Iolnts nn tho Ktirth'.s Ritrfaro Claimed to
lie th Termini of tbt Glubo's Axl.

For bovcral centuries dlfXnrcnti cities tu
tho Orient have contested with each Other
for the honor of iicing recognized ns tha,
mid spot of otfr planet. Quito roconQy-o- .

hondon geographer Usned an idabornto
work in which ho tries to provo tho British,
metropolis to ba tho center of tho lundcd
hemispheres. Jerusalem and Delphi, not-
withstanding tho fuct that neither of them
issitunted on tho eqnaior, havo for ngoi
been tho two great rivals in tma mid bdoU
discussion. 'William Simpson, of tho,Xon-do- n

Society for Uxplorins PulWino, tells
us thnt licrr bcnlcK has sent home uruw'
ings of the Jorusalom center of thowoiia.
It exists, of course., in the Greek Church of?,

the Holy Sepulolier, not in tho Latin
church.

Tho spot is identified lest by physical,
science than by prophecy. It is writteft la
the Psalms, "Ood is my king of old, work-- ,
ing salvation In tho midst of tho earth.
Tills can only refer to the scenes of tho
passion nnd of tho holy sopulchcr, and thry
midst of tho earth must thdeforo bo found
whero tho holy sepulcher Is considered to.
bo by thu Oreeks. Tho belief that tho cen-
ter is thcro or thereabouts Is anoiciitfcci
it occurs In a work by St. Ephram, quoted!
by John Gregory iu referonco to Xonb'a
prayer. Here St. Hphrem says that Adnra
was buried "in the tuladlo of tho earth."'
Homer calls Clypso's Island "tho navul o
tho world, tho center of all the In
jliscbylus u ccrtaiu ruurd irtoiTi In tho,
temple of Delphi ii tho "navel," or contop
of tho earth, and hero docs Orestes tako
rcfugo when pnrsued by tho Eutnentdes.

Pindar has anticipated rEsc-kylus hum,
and after un era Pausanlus Glko Here
Schick) hail tho pleasure of seolng tho only
genuino coutral hub at. Delphi. "It i.s.

made," ho says, "of white stone, smooth
and polished, nnd is the middle point ot
tho whole world." Delos, ns well as
Delphi, claim to bo ono of tho sacred
pluccs perforated by the earth's uxlo, and
probably other cities, in all ages, havo
looked upou their wicred places as deserv-
ing of tho same distinction. Therocanlx
no closer nnnlogy, however, than that
which exists between the hall of stone la
tho Church of tho Holy Supulehor at Jem-bnlc-

aud tho round, whito stone at
Delphi. St. Louis Republic.

Cure for Karlii-lor- s Kcrontrlcltlos.
Eccentric bachelor", if yon want to bo

cured of jour oddities and become polished
Christians, marry' You, sir, with tho
slouching gait, the pocketed lnuids, tho ill.
tailored frame, just piiroff with nuat,
smurt llttlo damsel who has au eye for tho.
picturesque, nnd liefore tho honeymoon is
over she will so transfigure you thut you
will scarcely know yourself in the looking
glass.

"Honuty and the Beast'' is no fuble.
Many a "monster'' has been transformed
into a gent leman by the necromantic in-
fluence of a pretty woman. Y'ou, Sir Nina-ro-

whoso talk is of double barrela an, I

setters, of deer shooting ou the Adiron-dai'k- s

or moose hunting in tho Canada
wilds, do you wish to be civilised nnd so-

cialized? Doubtless you do. Then marry
a truo gentlewoman, and sho will soon
make you us gentle und gallunt u cavalier
ns ever shawled a lady ut ball or opera.
Even the miser may bu won from his gold
en pagod by a generous wife, though it
must be confessed that of all ecceat ricitles
tho greed uf riches is t lie most difficult to
eradicate.

The fact is that every eccentric bachelor"
is liko a helinless ship that has yaweu
more or less out of bar proper course. A
good wife's ailvico is the tiller that he
needs to bring his head round and steer
him safely uud happily over the sea of
life. New Y'ork Ledger.

His Only Reason.
A certain little boy who took an ocean

voyasco was sure he should enjoy it from
beginning to end. At the close of tho fifth
day, however, the monotony of sceue und
occupation began to pall upon him, and he
grew decidedly fractiou-- .

"Don't you want to go down stairs and
tube n nap?" asked his mother gently.

"Uecn asleep once today," suid he crossly.
"Sick of sleeping.''

"Run over to those little girls, then, und
see them cut out paper dolls."

"Oh, I'm sick of girls and dolls!"
"Thcro is a sailor splicing a rope. Why

don't you go and watch him!''
"Sick of it."
"Well, it seems to me you're tired of

everything ou board "
"Yes, I nm, mumma. I'vo got every kind

of sick but seasick, and the only reason
I'm not tired of you is thnt 1 used to know
you wSeu wo ivcro on dry land.'' Youth's
Companion.

Illiteracy of Nntloui.
Tho rct-su- s of tho illitoratc3 in tho vari

0U3 couutrio.1 jduce tho three Sclavio
btates of Rcurnania, Russia and Scrvia. as
tho head of tho list, with about W per cent,
of tho population unablo to read or write.
Of tho Latin speaking races Spain bend
tho list vrlth 19 per cent., Franco and Bel-
gium having about 15 per cent. Tho illiter-
ates iu Hungary number 4;i per cent., in
Austria 30 per cent, and in Ireland 21. In
Englaud wo find 18 per cent., Holland, 1C

percont ; United States (white population
8 per cent., and Scotland, 7 per cent, un-ubl- e

to read or write. When we come to ths
purely Teutonic states we find a marked
reduction In tho percentage of illiterates.
Tho highest is in Switzerland, 2 5; in thd
wholo (ierninn empire it i but 1 per cent
In Sweden, Denmark, Bavaria, Hndcn and
Wurtemburg there is not a singlo person
over 10 years of ago unablo to read and
write. St. Loius Republic.

.V Coul Trapuro IVrformrr.
In Geneva, at a circus, n trapeze perform

er. Mile. Mathildt, astonished the nntivej
every night by her performances wli a
youth of ubont 17 high up in tho nir. One
ovemug this youth, by his own cureless-nos-

slipiiid from tho bunds cf the girl,
who hung by her knees. A cry of horror
arose fiom tho uudienco, when she Incklly
caught him with her teeth by the embroid-
ery over the breast of hU tight. Sha
pulled him up into a sitting position on
tho trapezo, then boxed his ears vigorously
nnd made ' im go through the perform-
ance again this time without fault. Chi-

cago Herald.

Tim Klth Month In tho Itiimun Year.
August, tho bixth mouth iu the Roman

year, which began with March, was origi-
nally styled Sextilis, and received its pres-
ent name from the Emperor Augustus on
account of several of the iuit fortunate
events of his life having occurred during
this month.

Tho nenrost relative living of tho pt
Shakespeare is probably Thomas Hart, a
resident qf Australia, who is eighth in de-

scent from Shakespeare's sister Joan. It
is a curious fuct that thersure no direct
dosreivlnnts of Napoleon, Wellington,

j Washington or Walter Scott.


